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ORGANIZED in 1992 
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SILVERTON SALUTES BRISCOE COUNTY'S ™ 
SEVENTY YEARS of PROGRESS auck THE FRIENDLY 
FOLKS WORKING TOGETHER 4m IT'S 887 SQUARE 

MILES of FERTILE SOIL fo% GREATER ARETE 


THANKS sf ALL OUR NEIGHBORS 7 
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YOU WILL ENJOY THE ILLUSTRATED 
HUMAN INTEREST BACKGROUND 
STORY off THE FIRMS omc FOLKS 
YOU TRADE WITH. BRISCOE <<‘ 
COUNTY PRESENTED dm A SERIES 
EACH WEEK. 


, ITS APPRECIATION TIME dm. BRISCOE 
COUNTY a4 WE ROLL OUT THE WELCOME 
MAT FOR THE MOST [IMPORTANT FOLKS Am 
THE WORLD -- OUR NEIGHBORS.. 

THEIR SMILES, UNDERSTANDING, PATIENCE, 
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"CONSIDERATION and PATRONAGE ess THAT / Ce By st 
a BUILDS OUR GREAT NATION... KNOW a eotareceibuemenee 
eS EM. BETTER Aw 1962. - THANK YOU? ie 
a TEM -BEUTER 4, 1892.5 1946399 
UBLISHER iy 
Wclo - LORISCOE & : 
GER FOR THE 7Oth ANNIVERSARY THEME in 1962. WE WIL fai 
-RS INTRODUCE YOUR FRIENDLY NEIGHBORS ON THE JOB 
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1 — Glimpses of Briscoe County History 
Since 1892 
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Briscoe County was 
| March 15, 1892. It was originally 


/a part of Jack County for judi- Alamo fell to Santa Anna he moy 


cial purposes until Donley Coun- 
| ty. was organized, then it was an- 
nexed to Donley County until or- 
ganized in 1892. 


Silverton, Linguas and Tarlton 

_ were in the race for county seat. 

Dick Bomar recalls that the Tarl- 

ton location was as near the ex- 

act center of the caunty as could 

be found. It was about two miles 
from the rim of the Caprock. 

T. J. Braidfoot filed on the land 
at the Silverton location and it 
was awarded to him by the state. 
Silverton became the county seat 
and the town section was paid for. 
by the settlers. Mr. Braidfoot res- 
erved 40 acres for his services in 


. filing on the land. This is called 


the Braidfoot Reservation and is 
located in the northwest part of 
the town section. 

The first settler here was Char- 
Tes Goodnight, who established the 
old ‘F” Ranch on Quitaque Creek. | 
He and L. R. Dyer brought a herd 
of cattle fram Raton Mountain in 


| New Mexico, and settled on Quita- 


que Creek in 1877. The ranch was 


_ bought by Charles Goodnight from 


| famous JA Ranch. 


/ 


Texas War of Independence in 1836 
| against Mexica. 


' coe, early Texas hero, calls back 


John D. Adair, later owner of the 


Namesake of Briscoe County 
Commemorated 
Taken from the Briscoe Coun- 
ty News issue of April 2, 1930. 
The planting of a live oak tree 
on the San Jacinto Battleground 
in commemoration of Andrew Bris- 


the early days of Briscoe County. 
This county received its name from 
Andrew Briscoe, who fought in the 
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%/finds the names of many people | 
who are still residing in Briscoe | 
County. The papers alsa boosted 
the Plains country and the editors 
were really far-sighted in stating 
that the Plains country would one 


day become the greatest agricul- |. 
tural land in the world. It is very |! 
interesting to look over the records | 
of the country and trace its growth 
from a broad level plain with no 
apparent life to a well developed 
Biiscgei@es One. of the slamer| ai eh ae pec 
of the Declaration, and when th The old settlers of. Briscoe County . 
had faith in the possibilities af 
-| agriculture here and were willing 

ed that an express be sent to the to try to develop the county as is 
United States with the intelligence.|shown by some of the old relics 


Briscoe was captain, according 

to the records compiled by J. M. 
| Howe of Houston, living grandson 
of the pioneer, who had the tree 
planted recently in memory of his 
honored ancestor. He took part in 
the Battle of Conception and then 
joined Ben Milan who lost his life 
in forcing San Antonia to capitu- 


of Independence. 


late. He remained with the army 
until elected a delegate to the con- 
vention to draw up a Declaration news a 


It was then he wrote what was per-of early agriculture still in evi- 
haps the first account of the dis-| dence. 


aster and massacre to be published 


in the United States. 
| Captain Briscoe chartered an 


began construction of the first rail- 
road in Texas, the Harrisburg and 


Brazos. 


Newspaper’s History 
By Clyde Thomas for the Bris- 
coe County News of June 12, 
1925. a 


Among the other things to be 
found of interest relating to the 
early history of Briscoe County 
are the old newspapers. There are 
copies of several different papers 


| which have operated in Silverton. 


The first newspaper was establish- 
ed here in 1893. It was edited by 
J. T. Briseae, who incidentally, 
was the first man to be married 
in Briscoe County. 

Other papers that old settlers 
still have copies of include the Sil- 
‘verton Light, af which there is a 
copy dated June 9th, 1894. This 
was a four-page, six-column paper 
edited by J. G. Davidson. It con- 
tained much local news and a large 
amount of local advertisements as 
Well as a number of ads from Am- 
arillo firms. There is a copy of the 
Silverton Courier dated October. 
7, 1897, whic his exceptionally well. 
edited by Benj. Smith. It seems! 
‘more historical because of the fact 
that it carries much news about 
|the Spanish-American war, which 
was then in progress. Another 
paper was the Silverton Enterprise 
of which there is a capy dated July | 
17, 1903. It carries many advertise- 
ments from Clarendon firms be- 
cause it was about this time that’ 
a passable road was constructed 
across the canyon between here 
and Clarendon. 


The Stayer was founded in Sil-| 


verton in July, 1897. It was a well 
printed paper which sometimes 
had four and sometimes five col- 


umns, and contained much local 
nd advertising. It was edit- 


Jed hv RW Morean 


In the early days of the county, 
as found in reading the advertise- 
ments in the old newspapers, Am- 
arillo, Estelline and Childress were - 
the main trading points for the| 
people of Silverton. At the time 
the county was organized, Am- 
arillo was a town of only a few 
hundred inhabitants and all the 
goads brought to Silverton came} 
from Estelline, which was only a} 
little smaller than Amarillo. Can- 
yon at that time did not have a 
railroad and neither did Floydada, 
Lockney or Plainview. All of these | 
towns were organized but were of| 
no size. Clarendon was an old town| 
but at the time of the organization 
of the county there was no Toad | 
between here and Clarendon. Two! 
years after the county was organ-| 
ized, a passable freight road was 
built and after that much of the 
supplies came from Clarendon. 


Mrs. A. G. Tadlock, Kenneth 
Dale and Karen, of Torrance, Cal- 
ifornia, were recent guests of her 
mother, Mrs. Fred Elliston. and 
other relatives. Mrs. Tadlock will 
be remembered as the former Fred- | 
da Lee Elliston who grew up here. | 
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‘fie Town 


by Mary Ann Sarchet 


UM ase | 


March, 1962, will mark the 70th 
anniversary of Silverton and Bris- 
coe County. In recognition of this 
fact and of the people who have 
been instrumental in the develop- 
ment of our county and city, we 
are now searching for historical 
material on early days in Briscoe 
County. It is our hope that we 
may be able to present short art- 
icles of interest in most of the 
issues of the Briscoe County News 
during 1962. 


This week we are searching for 
the oldest living man and woman 
in Briscoe County. “Briscoe Bill’, 
a character originated by artist 
“Hut” Hutson for use in connection 
with a series of features he is 
doing, would also like to discover 
the names of the man and woman 
who have lived the longest num- 
ber of years in Briscoe County. We 
sincerely need your help in cor- 
rectly determining who these 
people are. 


Any contributions to aur “His- 
tory” series will be greatly apprec- 
iated. Credit will be given all con- 
-tributors, and the items may be 
brought in or mailed in any time 
during the year; however, we are 
‘in need of articles at the present 

time with which to begin the 
series. 


NE ; 


The first articles to be used 
beginning this week were writ- 
ten by Clyde Thomas for the Bris- 
cae County News in 1925. There 
are a number of these which are 
devoted to stories about the lives 
of some of Silverton’s earliest 
settlers. Any items which you 
have or may recall during the 
series will be appreciated either 
in article form or simply as “Let- 
ters ta the Editor,” if you wish. 


We are really depending on 
the children of Silverton’s pioneer 
families to add to our information 
on this subject. Articles on the 
founding and history of the 
churches are among the material 
which we need. 
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By Clyde Thomas 
Written for the June 12, 1925. 
edition of the Briscoe County 
News. This is the first in a ser- 
ies of articles about early days 
in Silverton and Briscoe Coun- 
ty, and abaut the people who 
first settled here. 


First Officers 


Briscoe County, Texas, was or- 
ganized on March 15th, 1892, and 
on that day Silverton was named 
the County Seat and preparations 
were made for the election of offi- 
cers for the county. The first offi- 
cers were: 
Caunty Judge—J. N. Stalbird, 
who now resides in Lockney. 
County Treasurer—R. I. Hanna, 
who now resides in the state of 
Kansas. 
Sheriff and Tax Collector—Min- 
er Crawford, who still lives here. 
County and District Clerk—T. L. 
Anderson, who still lives in Bris- 
coe County, and who holds the 
same office at this time. 
County Surveyor—Nat G. Wal- 
ler, who died some 18 years ago 
at Lockney. 
County Attorney—W. D. Fisher, 
who is now a prominent lawyer in 
Canadian, Texas. 
County Tax Assessor—Oscar 
Reeves, wha died several years ago 
at Plainview. 
All of the first officers elected 
were single men at that time with 
the exception of Mr. Waller. The 
only ones of the first officers who 
are now deceased are Mr, Reeves 
and Mr. Waller. 
Mr. Anderson and Mr. Crawford 
are the only two first officers wha 
still reside in Briscoe County. Mr. 
Anderson. who was elected the 
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first County and District Clerk, 
still holds that office, and Mr. 
Crawford, who was elected Sher- 
iff and Tax Collector, recently serv- 
ed another term in that office. 


First Courthouse 


The first building used as a 
courthouse in Briscoe County was 
a little room south of the square, 
which had been built for a real 
setate office. It was a 14x16 feet 
in size. The courthouse was later 
maved from this building to an- 
other room on the west side of 
the square. This building was 
12x20 feet. It was used as a court- 
house until January 1, 1893, when 


the county officers moved into the]. 


old woodén courthouse, which serv- 
ed as a home for the official de- 
partment of Briscoe County until 
torn down and replaced by the 
new brick building in the fall of 
1922. 

First Grand Jury 

The first grand jury in Briscoe 
County canvened in the spring of 
1892. It consisted of the following 
men: 

M. E. Hopson, who was visiting 
in Silverton not long ago. 

A. P. Donnell, one of the mast 
progressive old settlers and who 
still lives in Silverton and is doing 
his bit toward the progress of 
Briscoe County. 

J. N. Randolph; A. C. Bomar, 
deceased, father of Jim Bomar, 
one of Silverton’s present business- 
men; J. B. Porter, who still resides 
in Briscoe County and who is one 
of the county’s most progressive 
stock farmers; S. H. Smithee; Wm. 
Chambers; J. F. Reeves; J. R. 
Wright; E. P. Turner, who still 
resides in Briscae County. Mr. 
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Turner was foreman of the first; 
grand jury that convened in Bris- | 

coe County; H. P. Gardner; G. W.| 

Brown, father of Q, E. Brown of 
this place, and who now resides in 
Swisher County, between here and | 
Tulia. 


The first Jury Commission was 
compased of Henry Hughes, D. H. 
Sweeney and L. C. Fisher. 


The first bailiff was J. B. Bryant; 
Riding bailiffs were Ed Crawford 
and Vernon Wilkerson. 


The first District Court held in, 
Briscoe County was in the little 
office building on the west side 
of the square. The presiding judge! 
was H. H. Lawler and the District 
Attorney was D. B. Hill. 

—To be continued Next Week— 
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Briscoe County was 


a part of Jack County for judi- 


' cial purposes until Donley Coun- 
' ty was organized, then it was an- 
‘nexed to Donley County until or- 
. ganized in 1892. 


Silverton, Linguas and Tarlton 
were in the race for county seat. 


Dick Bomar recalls that the Tarl- . 


ton location was as near the ex- 


| act center of the caunty as could 


be found. It was about two miles 
from the rim of the Caprock. 

T. J. Braidfoot filed on the land 
at the Silverton location and it 


_was awarded to him by the state. 
| Silverton became the county seat 


and the town section was paid for 


by the settlers. Mr. Braidfoot res- 


erved 40 acres for his services in 


. filing on the land. This is called 


the Braidfoot Reservation and is 
located in the northwest part of 
the town section. 

The first settler here was Char- 


les Goodnight, who established the 


old “F” Ranch on Quitaque Creek. | 


| of cattle from Raton Mountain in 


| famous JA Ranch. 


a 
a 


Ce 


_ of Independence. 


He and L. R. Dyer brought a herd 


New Mexico, and settled on Quita- 
que Creek in 1877. The ranch was 
bought by Charles Goodnight from 
John D. Adair, later owner of the 


Namesake of Briscoe County 
Commemorated 
Taken from the Briscoe Coun- 
ty News issue of April 2, 1930. 
The planting of a live oak tree 
on the San Jacinto Battleground 
in commemoration of Andrew Bris- 


coc, early Texas hero, calls back | 


the early days of Briscoe County. 
This county received its name from 
Andrew Briscoe, who fought in the 
Texas War of Independence in 1836 
against Mexica. 

Briscoe was captain, according 
to the records compiled by J. M. 
Howe of Houston, living grandson 


planted recently in memory of his 
honored ancestor. He took part in 
the Battle of Conception and then 
joined Ben Milan who lost his life 
in forcing San Antonia to capitu- 
late. He remained with the army 
until elected a delegate to the con- 
vention to draw up a Declaration 
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organized 
| March 15, 1892. It was originally 


'verton Light, of which there is a 


| 


that it carries much news about 


i 


: cause it was about this. time that 
of the pioneer, who had the tree| 


re n looking over these pap 


= the names of many people 


i att 


who are still residing in Briscoe 
County. The papers alsa boosted 
the Plains country and the editors 
were really far-sighted in stating 
that the Plains country would one}: 


day become the greatest agricul- 
tural land in the world. It is very 
interesting to look over the records 
of the country and trace its growth 
from a broad level plain with no 
apparent life to a well developed | 
and thriving country where any-: 
thing in the world can be grown. 
The old settlers of Briscoe County . 
had faith in the possibilities of 
~|agriculture here and were willing ' 
ed that an express be sent to the} to try to develop the county as is 
United States with the intelligence.|shown by some of the old relics 
It was then he wrote what was per-|of early agriculture still in evi- 
haps the first account of the dis-| dence. 
aster and massacre to be published [In the early days of the county, 
in the United States. as found in reading the advertise- 
Captain Briscoe chartered and ments in the ald newspapers, Am- ' 
began construction of the first rail} arillo, Estelline and Childress were | 
road in Texas, the Harrisburg and the main trading points for the; 


Brazos. people of Silverton. At the time 
the county was organized, Am- |. 
arillo was a town of only a few 
coe County News of June 12, hundred inhabitants and all the 

goads brought to Silverton came 


1925. ' from Estelline, which was only al 

Among the other things to be jittle smaller than Amarillo. Can- 
found of interest relating to the yon at that time did not have a 
early history of Briscoe County pailroad and neither did Floydada, | 
are the old newspapers. There are Tockney or Plainview. All of these | 
copies of several different papers towns were organized but were of 
which have operated in Silverton. yo size Clarendon w 
The first newspaper was establish- 
ed here in 1893. It was edited by 
J. T. Briscoe, who incidentally, 
was the first man to be married 
in Briscoe County. 

Other papers that old settlers 
still have copies of include the Sil- 


Briscoe was one of the signer 
of the Deelaration, and when th 
Alamo fell to Santa Anna he may 


Newspaper’s History 
By Clyde Thomas for the Bris- 


as an old town 
but at the time of the organization 
of the county there was no road' 
between here and Clarendon. Two 
years after the county was organ-| 
ized, a passable freight road was 
built and after that much of ‘the 
supplies came from Clarendon. 


copy dated June 9th, 1894. This yrs A. G, Tadlock, Kenneth ' 
was a four-page, six-column paper pale and Karen, of Torrance, Cal- 
edited by J. G. Davidson. It con- ifornia, were recent guests of her 
tained much local news and a large ‘mother, Mrs. Fred Elliston. and 
amount of local advertisements as|other relatives. Mrs. Tadlock will 
well as a number of ads from Am-|he remembered as the former Fred- | 


arillo firms. There is a copy of the| qa Lee Elliston who grew up here. | 
Silverton Courier dated October es. 


7, 1897, whic his exceptionally well ; . 
edited by Benj. Smith. It seems 
more historical because of the fact 


the Spanish-American war, which}. 
was then in progress. Another 
paper was the Silverton Enterprise 
of which there is a copy dated July 
17, 1903. It carries many advertise- 
ments from Clarendon firms be- 


a passable road was constructed 
across the canyon between here 
and Clarendon. 

The Stayer was founded in Sil- 
verton in July, 1897. It was a well 
printed paper which sometimes | 
had four and sometimes five col-/ 
umns, and contained much local | 


news and advertising. It was edit- 
ed hv R W Moarean 
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In the spring of 1891, Mr. Braid- 
foot called the men of the county 
together for the purpose of organ- 
izing a tawnsite company. He plan- 
ned to patent section No. 20 and 
Block A and upon this site built 
a town. The organization was form- 
ed, officers elected and plans were 

, made. H. J. Parks and W. L. Say 
| surveyed the town and they were 
'paid with town lots. Cedar pins 
were driven at the corner of each 
block. 


The name, Silverton, was select- 
ed by Mrs. Braidfoot because she 
thought it was pretty. The town 
was surveyed and named, but the 
law required the erection of twen- 
ty houses or a delay of three years 
to see if the town wauld survive, 
before the section could be patent- 
ed for a townsite. The directors 
gave each man a lot who would 
build a house on it ‘and a building 
baom started. The houses were 
soon erected. The Townsite Com- 
pany men were given equal shares 
in the remaining lots and were to 
pay $9.75 in order to get the pat- 
ent. 


fifty- 


Mr. Braidfoot received 
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four acres in the northeast corner 
of Block 23 ‘because he was the 
one who filed on the land. Each 
man paid his fee, and the money 
was deposited in the bank at Am- 
arillo, A check, plus the proof of 


the houses, were mailed to Austin || 
land they sent the! 
patent. The stockholders then dis- | 


for approval, 


solved and the lots were divided. 
Tickets for the lots were placed in 
a box and each drew one upon 
which was designated his lot. The 
deeds for the lots were then made. 


As Briscoe Caunty was attached 
to Donley, a petition was present- 
ed to the Commissioners Court 


of that county for an election for 
the purpose of organizing Briscoe 
County .and to elect county offi- 
cials. 


ke oR OR 


Briscoe County was organized 
March 15, 1892, while a snowstorm 
raged. It was originally a part of 
Jack County for judicial purposes 
until Donley County was organized 
and then it had become a part of 
that county until its own organi- 
zation. It is a part of the 47th Jud- 
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| icial District. 


The name Briscoe was given ta 
‘the county in honor of Andrew 
| Briscoe, who was a captain in the 
Texas War of Independence in 
1836. He was one of the signers 
of the Declaration, and when the 
Alamo fell, he wrote an account 
of it to send to the United States. 


Captain Briscoe chartered and 
began construction of the first 
railroad in Texas, the Harrisburg 


and Brazos. 


* * ® 


Soon after the organization of 
the county, Minor Crawford, the 


;|first elected sheriff, arrested two 


horse thieves who had come from 
New Mexico. The first District 
Court, held in August, 1892, found 
a bill against them. They were 
tried and sentenced to serve five 
years in the penitentiary. 

The first records, kept in Donley 
County, were transferred and those. 
kept for several years after the 
organization of the county, are on 
record in long hand. The deeds for 
the first land titles have marker 
references such as: a pile of rock, 
clump of hackberries, cottonwood, 
mound of stones, etc. The first 
records were filed at Jacksboro, 
in Jack County, from which Bris- 
coe was coined in 1882. 
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Glimpses of Briscoe County History 
Since 1892 
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Quite a struggle had gone on in 
Briscoe County in regard to the 
;selection of a county seat. The 
three sites listed on the original 
ballot in 1892 were Silverton, Lin- 
guas and Tarlton. 


Becky Thomas has_ submitted 
for inspection by the Briscoe Coun- 


ty News a copy of a circular which] | lots, there were between 25 and 50, 


) (> ED > ED ( ) ED ( ) ED ( >< ( )-<EED-( 


town plat worthless and lots of no 
value, owing to their diminutive 
size. It will take three lots of such 
size to make one good lot; there- 
fore, if they should fulfill their 


|| promise, they would only give an 


“At the Linguas drawing of town 


was distributed by the Briscoe. |drawings for parties that are not 


Joint Stock Company during the 
campaign which ensued before the 
election. 


The content of the circular fol- 
lows: 


“THE LAST WARNING 


“We have been dilligent in try- 
ing to expose the many frauds that 
the LINGUAS TOWN-SITE | boom- 
ers are attempting to perpetrate 
upon the people of Briscoe County 
and as the result of our efforts in 
expsing their trickery and fraud, 
'they have mved the location of said 
Linguas to THREE different sec-, 


‘tions. The first section upon which | | YOUr 


‘it was located, they claimed to 
have perfect title ta, but under the 
light of our investigation, it was 
shown that they had no title what- 
soever, and neither could they 


| obtain any. They then went to; 


section 77, claiming to the people 
that their title in same was _ per- 
fect, but by referring them to 
the records we shawed them that 


\ 


it was so heavily encumbered with | 
_|mortgages it would be impossible 


to obtain title. They now have 
moved to to school section 70. The 
recards of Donley County show 
that said section has never been 
filed on nor awarded to anyone, 
which, if correct, they can have no 
title in whatever or shadow of 
title. 


“The plan adopted by the Lin- 
guas men to dispose their lots is 
contrary to law, being in the form 
of a lottery, and under the laws of 
Texas, said men are liable to indict- 
ment and prosecution fr establish- 
ing a lottery. On March 9th, the: 
Linguas men claimed to have 2942 | 
lots, but on March 12 they claimed 
‘to have increased the number of 
Jots..to_ 5000, which makes said 


citizens of Briscoe County. This 


scheme was worked toa mislead the. 


voters of the county. 


“The so-called bond given by 


|/D. Brunson is void—it is without 
‘\|any consideration—made to the 
citizens of Briscoe County and 


held by D. Brunson, the maker of 
the bond, and is no matter of re- 
cord, while all transactions con- 
cerning Silverton are matters of 
record and therefore open to in- 


spection and have been examined 


but never attacked on one single 
point. 


“Fellow citizens: We appeal to 
honor and the interest you 
have in the future welfare of your 
leounty and entreat you not to al- 


low yourselves to be duped by such 
bare-faced frauds and tricks. 
“Vote for the right—Vote for 
the people”. 
From this it can be seen that 
even in the early 1890's politics 
were heated. 


Also submitted by Becky Thomas 
was the original ballot fram which 
the slate of officers listed last week 
was chosen. The ballot is listed be- 
low, with the election winners in- 
dicated in bold face type. 

County Seat of Briscoe County: 


if 


| 


| Silverton 


| 


| 
| 


Linguas 
Tarlton 
County Judge: 
J. N. Stalbird 


' County Attorney: (write-in) 


equivalent of 9 lots to the voter. W. D. Fisher 


Sheriff and Tax Collector: 
Miner Crawford 

B. F. D’Spain 

T. B. Michael 

County Treasurer: 

R, |. Hanna 

J. P. Vernon 
|County and District Clerk: 
\M. E. Hopson 

G. F. Holland 

go erry: 

T. L. Anderson 

M. C. Gann 

J. E. Grundy 

Tax Assessor: 

J. B. Bryant 

J. B. Porter 


O. T. Reeves 

W. P. Brown 

J. W. Hancock 

County Surveyor: 

Nat G. Waller 

P. B. Oats 

Precinct No. 3 Commissioner: 

H. W. Savage 

Justice of the Peace and Constable | 
(both were write-ins) 
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Glimpses of Briscoe County History 
Since 1892 
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-. The Texas History Closs of 
Silverton school contributed much 
to our knawledge of the history of 
Briscoe County with a book de- 
dicated to the pioneers of Briscoe 
County, compiled chiefly by the 
members of the class during the 
spring of 1936. they were: 


Arlis White, Albert White, Vir- 
gil Crow, Jack Blocker, Garner 
Guest, John H. White, Jr., Jackie 
Bomar, Mildred Deavenport, Har- 
ley Redin, Worth H. Alexander, 
J. W. Foust, Mary Ann Forten- 
berry, Ruth McGavock, Raymond 
Bean, Gaynelle Douglas, Buster 
Allard, George McReynolds, Le- 
nora Dudley, Wilma Dickerson, 

‘' Wynona Bomar, Claudine Chitty, 
Lillus Ruth Ledbetter, Dorthy 
Crass, Mozelle Stodghill, C. J. Dor- 
rough, Sibl Blair, Mazie Allard, 


James Long, Lloyd May, Opal 
Chappell, Iwana Simpson, Perry 
Thomas, Lois Davis and Annis 
Fowler. 


Credit was given for the kind 
assistance of the pioneer families 
of this section: Clyde Thomas, 
formerly with the Briscoe County 
News; R. F. Stevenson, who had a 
private museum; G. W. Lee who 
through his kind offer helped de- 
fray a considerable part of the 
expenses; and many others whose 
articles are to be found in the 
pages of the book. The teacher of 
the class was A. R. Castleberry. 

The town of Silverton was built 
on land owned by T. J. Braidfoot, 
familiarly known as “Uncle Tom”. 
Mr. Braidfoot was one of the first 
settlers of the country and lived 
here until his death in about 1917. 
Other of the old settlers of the 
county were: 

J. R. Wright; D. H. Sweeney; 
J. L. Crawford, father of Miner 
and Tom Crawford; A. R. Jago, 
who lived in the Quitaque neigh- 
borhood and who was one of the 
first men to take up large holdings 
of land in that part of the county, 
W. H. Savage and A. J. Askey. 

Other old settlers of the county 
were W. A. Rogers, S. P. Huss, 
G. W. Brown, T. B. Micheal, K. 
FE. Bain, a brother of J. A. Bain. 
‘Some of the men wha settled 
_ the Beverly and Milo communities 
are R. F. Cope, J. E.. Pietzsch, 
| J. N. Montgomery, Sr., Sam Greg- 
ory. Old settlers who settled in 
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various parts of the county are 
Q. B. Brown; Dave and Gid May- 
field; J. H. Hughes; Elf Hanna; 


J. L. Frances; Ed Burleson; J. 
C. Whitely; R. Sedkwick; J. H. 
McClendon; N. M. Dickerson and 


A. P. Donnell. 
FIRST SCHOOLS - 

It is noted that the early settlers 
of the county realized the value 
of an educational system and soon 
after the organization of the coun- 
ty,, a school building was built. 
This building was 24x36 feet. The 
school was taught the first year 
by John M. Skeen, a brother of 
Ples Skeen, one of the pioneer 
settlers of the county. The Skeen 
brothers also conducted a_ real 
estate office in Silverton for a 
number of years. 

The second school was taught 
by J. W. Beck, a relative of R. 
Sedgwick. The second year it 
was found that a larger school 
building was needed and a two- 
story wooden building was erected. 
This building stood until it was 
replaced by a brick school build- 
ing in 1911. The old building was 
torn down by a windstorm several 
years later. 

Practically all of Briscoe County 
schools were organized on May 10, 
1892, although no school was held 
in some of them for several years 
due to the fact that this county was 
very thinly settled at that time. 

Silverton School District No. | 
was organized with most of the 
rest in 1892. Among the first 
teachers were D. C. Lowe, Eva 
Wright, and Sena Crawford. The 
first school house was situated 
in the southwest part of town and 
it was later destroyed by fire. 
The first brick school building, 
erected in 1911, was used until 
the early 1920's. Silverton’s pre- 
sent high school building was 
erected about in 1920 at the cost 
of $100,000.00 { 

Lakeview School District No. 2 
was also organized in 1892, among 
the first teachers were: Mrs. B., 
C. Cook and Chas. A. Donnell. 
Their salaries were $46 and $36 
respectively. At one time a church 
was located near the school buiid- 
ing, but it was destroyed by fire, 
and since then the Sunday School | 
and other social affairs have been! 
held in the school building. 

This school was named from the 
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THE BRISCOE COUNTY NEWS 
baer ee 
~~~ [named San Jacinto. 6 consolidated, This schoo] is in 
Heckman, District No. 7 was operation at the present, housed in 
then named after an early settler, John| 4 brick building. 
Heckman. Bertha Warner was one 
5 of the first teachers for this school,} year depreciation, the farmer has 
and her salary was $30 per month.| a choice of three different meth- 
Red River District No. 8, was} ods. If the Straight Line Method 
also or |in 1892 The name| is used, the farmer subtracts a 
was Pa ‘ea the muddy} reasonable salvage value from the, 
boundary between Texas and Okla- Wy Mtabitcis in the hes. 
homa. Mr. and Mrs. Robert London 
McGoughey, District No. 9, was|/attendied the funeral for her cou- 
. |once gnown as Red River, and it)|sin, Mrs. Lenore Dumas, at Has- 
||was renamed Antelope. This school | ke ll on Thursday of last week. 
Mihad a modern brick building and 
*|was the center of social activities 
amet {for that part of the county. 
4 | Jago, Common School District 
No. 10 is at present time Quitaque 
Independent School District. Mc- 
Goughey was consolidated with 
Jago to make the Quitaque Inde- 
TWO CLASSMATES on an, Pendent School District. BUA, dab hl le 
outing in the canyons. They 
are Mildred Cloyd (Burson) 
‘and Alvie Mayfield. 
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Holt, School District No. 11 
was located in the southwestern 
corner of the county. The first 
teacher was S. T. Cooper, and 
large lake located in front of the} pis salary was $33.75 per month. 
building. |This school, too, was named after 

Francis School District No. 3/an old pioneer family. The pupils 
was located about fifteen miles| were transferred to the Lone Star 
southwest of Silverton. Na “008, | Ken in Floyd County. 


was held here until after 1898. Kent, School District No. 13, 
The school was named for an old | was located in the extreme eastern 
pioneer, Mr. J. L. Francis. |part of the county and was a mo- 
Rock Creek, at one time called dern country school, being well- 
Coker, was School District No 4.| housed fin an upftodate brick 
Its first teacher was B. C. Paca.| building. 
The first school at Rock Creek was Gasoline, School District No. 14, . 
held in January 1892, with a term} was located in the southwestern | 
of four months, and a salary of) part of the county, and was a very | 
$40 per month. | efficient school, having a good. 
Beverly, District No. 6, was, building and efficient teachers. 
organized in 1892, along with the; Howard, District No. 15, was. 
other schools af the county. The;located on the Howard Brothers, 
first teacher was W. I. McGeHee.|land in the Northern part of the. 
MORE MORE MORE MORE MORE §$county. | 
We find that later on District No. San Jacinto, District No. 16, 
5 and District No. 6 consolidated | as stated above, was created when | 
to make District No. 16, which was Malone No. 5, and Beverly No. | 
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Jago’s Store 
(from a collection of stories 
gathered by R. E. Douglas.) 


A. R. Jago established Quitaque 
in 1893 when he built the first 
store there. The little store was the 
only one in Quitaque for 10 years, 
and Mr. Jago handled a_ general 
line for the cowboys and the ran- 
chers in the surrounding country. 


City. The cowboys were very fond 


While the post office was sti /in cash in the sack that day. Peele 


at the “F” Ranch there was a mail|Made an invisible slit in the sack 


route from Clarendon to Calorado |22d stole the money, so it was said. 
City. Cann Addleberry. of Clar-| When he reached his destination 
endon was the mail carrier. He of-|he turned the bag over to Ben 

3 Jago at halfway and turned back 
ten stopped for the night at thejas usual. Ben did not notice the 
ranch which was his only stop|hole in the bag until he reached 
between Clarendon and Colorada Quitaque. When he found the mail 
had been robbed, he and his father 
with a fast team hitched to a bug- 


of him. e always carried the keys 
,gy, made a quick trip to Estelline 


The early mail service. for the |)*0 the mailbags and if anyone met erate nORRS AMOR D AGPBECY soMe 
eee elon | conn el him on the route inquiring about|joined them and gave chase to the 
with his name since he was the ‘their mail he obligingly unlocked/| fugitive. They caught him and re- 
third postmaster in the county, the pouches and looked through to covered the money. The young man 
There were two at the “F” Ranch see if there was any mail for the was sent to a reformatory for sev- 
before the post office was moved: during party. He always car-| eral years and later became a good 

—== ~ Tied his camping outfit and if] citizen. This was unusual for early 


‘night overtook him he made camp) day settlers were cansidered very 


to Mr. Jago’s store and he became 
pastmaster, 


Mr. Jago with his two eldest 
sons, Ben and Clem, came to the 
Quitaque Valley in the winter of 


1890. His three younger sons, Joe, 
Bruce and John joined them about 
three years later. His wife died 


| before they came to this country.||Clarendon to Silverton. Clem and} 
| Ben Jago carried the mail from 


: Estelline. They would meet half 
one-room structure about 18x24! 


feet. Later when he applied for 
the permit for the post office, he | 
built a “Jean to” on the east side 
of the store to house the past of- 


The ald Jago store was a large 


fice. 


The post office was called Quit- 
aque because that was the name 
given to it by Col. Charles Good- 
night when the mail was distribut- 
ed at the old “Fr” Ranch, at that 
time owned by Mr. Coodnight. 


Mr. Jaga and his sons lived for 
a time in a half-dugout. They fil- 
ed on school land and came to own 
quite a number of sections of land 
that way. The boys raised some 
cattle and the father was in charge | 
of the store. After a few years 


he built a nice five-roam house 


and painted it white. As the maj- 
ority of houses in the country were 


half-dugouts, this house was con- 
sidered very elegant. 


ee 


just where he was. If a blizzard 
overtook him he made for the 
nearest ranch house and ‘‘holed 


honest. 
Up until 1902 Jago’s store and 


ae for the duration of the bliz-;Tesidence was all there was at 


|zard..He was the owner of the 
| Addleberry Hotel at Clarendon. 


After the Jago store was built a 


inew mail line was carried from 


way which was at Turkey Creek, 


| hear where the town of Turkey is 


| 
now located. They would exchange 


pi bags and ride back to their 


‘Quitaque. During the fall of 1902 
‘another store and a_- blacksmith 
shop, a schoolhouse and three 
‘more residences were added. 


Mrs. Lucille Graham of Quita-! 
‘que remembered Mr. Jago and! 
paid him the follawing tribute: | 
“Mr. Jago was a round little man 
with snowy hair and long flow- 
ing beard and twinkling eyes. He 
had a very kindly manner and was | 
tthe nearest approach to Santa 


respective towns. Quitaque being| Claus I have ever seen. Every 
< —~——-~.|on the route received her mail 


that way. 


' On one occasion when John 
Grundy had a young fellow named 
Peele carrying the mail, it so hap- 


child loved him because he treat- 
ed them with love and kindness, 
often giving them candy from his 
one small glass show case. My 


father maved here in 1901. I was, 
eight years of age. We made a. 
weekly trip to Jago’s store for the | 
mail. We settled on Robert's Creek |! 
|September 1, and Mr. Jago died 
‘November 2, yet, in that short 
time he had won my childish ad- 
miration so that I cried bitterly 
when I heard of his death. I rem- 
ember feeling a sense of complete 
loss.” 


Just before Mr. Jago died he had 
started a new store building which 
was purchased ‘by M. C. Potter, 
| who used it for a grocery store. 
buek ‘Potter purchiased the old Jago 
store and remodeled it inta a res- 
idence which later burned down. 
Grandmother Rucker’s home was 
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The Churches of Briscoe County 
THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


A Union Sunday School was or- 
ganized in October, 1891, and held 
in the school house in the south- 
west part of Silverton. In 1892, 
church was held in the courthouse 
until the spring of 1893, when the 
church was built. The ladies help- 
ed to make the money by giving 
ice cream and strawberry sup- 
pers. 


The first pastor was Rev. J. W. 
Beck. 


In 1900 a large revival was held. | 


W. A. Sedgwick, Edna Sedgwick, 
W. W. Reid and wife, and Mrs. 
Braidfoot. 

The church building was sold 
to the members of Our Lady of 
Loreto, Catholic Church in 1959. 


CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH 
The Calvary Baptist Church of 
Silverton was organized June 4, 
1933, with 37 charter members, 
under the able hand of Rev. W. M. 
Lawrence, who was called as pas- 
tor of said church the same day. 
Mrs. Mae Bomar was _ elected 
treasurer and H. C. Long, clerk. 
The Sunday Schoal was organiz- 
ed the next Sunday, and Ray C. 


and Judge Daniel and Mr. Sedg- Bomar was elected Sunday School 
wick got up a collection of $200.00 Superintendent. 


for an addition to the church. All 
denominations in the town wor- 
shipped together, each receiving 
one Sunday in the church build- 
ing. In 1901, the Baptists with- 
drew and built their own church, 


The church started to work on 
the church building in August, 
1933, completing same in Septem- 
be,r, 1933. 

Brother H. L. Burnam was called 


and in 1902 the Methodists built.|to pastor the church in August, 
The charter members of the/| 1934. 


Presbyterian Church were R. A. 
Watson and wife, 


Bob Maxwell|it was 


The church was dedicated before 
twelve months old. Brather 


and wife, R. Sedgwick and wife, | Lawrence preached the dedication 
D. L. Landreth and wife, A. P. Don-| service. 


nell and wife, Mrs. Witherspoon, 


= eee 


This congregation was later com- 


bined with the congregation of 
First Baptist Church. 
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HISTORY OF THE ROCK CREEK 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 


by Earl Cantwell 


(The first in a series of articles.) | 


The first effort put forth by 
the people of the Church of Christ 
was a protracted meeting which 
was held in the year 1913. This 
meeting was conducted in a one- 
room school house which was then 
lacated in the Francis pasture. 

This effort at bringing the gos- 


pel to a new frontier country was 
brought about through the efforts 
of two families, Brother and Sis- 
J. L. Francis and Brother and Sis- 
ter Stark. 


' A Brother Kyle Mitchell did 
the preaching during this meeting 
and one the following year. 

Of course, it is almost impos- 
sible to ascertain who all attend- 


ed, but it is certain that all who efforts of Brother and Sister W. E. 


lived within “horse and buggy” 
distance’ probably came to the 
services. Some that can be recal- 
led are the Francises, Starks, Bur- | 
lesons, Wimberlys, and of course, | 
the Montagues. 


During. this protracted effort 
there were at least five young 
people baptized into Christ. They | 
were Louis and Hollie Francis, 
and the three eldest Stark sisters. 

It is to be regretted that this 
writer did not conceive the idea 
of a history while dhe first gen- 
eration of christlans were. still 
alive, It would have been a nare 
and thrilling experience to sit 
and listen to the details of the 
very beginning of what later be- 
came the congregation now meet- 


—-——— ee s eeee 
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* 


ing at Rock Creek. 

_ Even so, it is good to have what 
information that has been supplied 
by the descendants af those who 
shave gone. 

There is a lapse of time fol- 
lowing the gospel meetings in the 
old Francis school house that is 
difficult in which to fit the details 
of just what happened, but we may | 
be certain that the will to serve 
God did not perish. It is establish- | 
ed, hawever, that the Francis fam- 
ily along with others, traveled 
all the way to Silverton which was 
at that time a tremendous distance 
to attend worship (the church was 
then meeting in the courthouse at 
Silverton.) 


History moves and with it came 
other families who were determin- 
ed ta set up housekeeping for the 
Lord. So through the determined 


-Redin, Brother T. J. Crass, Broth- 
‘er and Sister B. F. Smith, Broth- 


ler and Sister Bob McDaniel, sr., 


and Brother Massie, along with 
others possibly, began regular 
church services. 


They met in the school house. 
For a while they assembled in 
the fore noon, but there were oth- 
er religious people also in the com- 
munity who decided to have ser-! 
vices, so the Methodists and the| 
| Baptists began what was then call-| 
‘ed a “Union Sunday School.” They 
| wanted the morning time in which. 
\to gather. As a result of this, the’ 
ibrethren changed their time in 
which to worship to the afternoon. 
This seems strange now though in 
‘that day it was somewhat common 
as there was but ane place avail- 
able for religious services. There 
was, of course, some difficulty and 
anemosity, as is almost always the 
case when differing concepts of 
christianity meet head on (and 
they surely did in the early days.) 

This incident seems to be a 
mild beginning of the persecution 
that several years later resulted 
jin the schoal house doors being 
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locked against the church. 

This small band of christians 
thought it wise.to have a gospel 
preacher to hold a meeting. The 
call was sent to Brother Alva John- 
son, who responded by canduct- 
ing a two week meeting during 
which there were four baptisms. 
John Lee Francis, Ava (Holt) Dick- 
erson and Vallie Stark were among 
those baptised. Others were .bap- 
tised but it is not certain whether 


during the first meeting or at a 


later date. The baptising was done 
in stock watering tanks at the ald 
Davis place (now the Datis Mar- 
tin home) and at the Dave May- 
field place west of Rock Creek. 

In the year following, others 
were added to the church through 
obedience to the gospel. Among 
these were Sister Dave Mayfield 
and Sister P. D. Jasper in the year 
1917. 


The faith of this band of christ- 
ians manifested itself in many 
ways as they regularly continued 
Lord’s day services. “Arguing”’ 
with anyone at anytime, who op- 
posed the truth as they understood 
it, they invited all neighbors and 
made them welcome at the services 
of the church. 

They met once each Lord’s day 
because distance and mode of trav- 
el combined to make it a little 
less than practical to meet togeth- 
er more often. 

As to their worship, it was con- 
ducted along lines of informality | 
and simplicity with a view only ta 
servign and praising Almighty 
God, and showing to all who would 
come, the way of life. 

They were poor in this world’s 
goods, but rich in faith and held 
to the great hape as the “anchor 
for the soul” which enters to that 
within the veil. 

It was this continuel labor and 
faith which began to bear fruit 
in the following years of growth 
of the church. 

(To be continued) 
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HISTORY OF THE ROCK CREEK 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 
by Earl Cantwell 
PART fi 


During the first years of the con- 
'gregation we find other families 
moving into the community and 
among these were a few families 
of devout church members whose 
jcoming greatly strengthened the 
cause. 

To name a few whose faith, 
teamed with the great faith of 
the first or charter members, who 
wrought a great influence in the 
cause at Rock Creek Brother and 
Sister Kay Braoks, Brother and 


Sister J. R. Steele, Brother and]. 


Sister S. L. Cantwell. These all 
had large families, and when all 
the members of the church and 
visitors came together, it made a 
relatively large assembly. 

Of great interest would be the 
names of the gospel preachers who 
aided the church in its infancy. 
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just off the ae ae east of the 
store. 


It was at about this time that} 


there was a minor exodus from 
Rock Creek but fortunately for 
the cause others placed their mem- 
bership in the congregation, and 
it did not suffer from the ones who 
moved away. 


Among those who left was the 
writer, who with his parents mov- 
ed to Gunter, Texas, where he 
finished his schooling at Gunter 
College. For a few years he was 
out of touch with the church at 
Rock Creek; but in 1925 moved 
back into the area as a young min- 
ister of the gospel who periodically, 


preached for fhe congregation. 


Since that time it has been both 
a privilege and a blessing for him 
to be associated with the brethren, 
serving as member, minister and 
one of the Elders. 


TO BE CONCLUDED NEXT WEEK. 


The fact cannot be overlooked that |~ 


callaborating with the ministers 
were men and women strong in the 
faith. 
who, when there was no preacher 
said, 
today.” 
church to worship God. They could 
mot have a preacher all the time 
so they were called upon to pre- 
pare themselves always. There| 
|were some great sermons delivered | 
‘by non preachers. Brother Steele 
had served as an Elder of the 
church before coming ta Rock 
Creek, as had Brother Cantwell 
‘and perhaps others. Though they 
| were never ordained as Elders, 
‘Brethren Redin, Steele, Brooks and 
‘Cantwell worked together caring 
for the church. The church had as 
its preachers such able men as | 
Brother Ledlaw, Alva Johnson, 


Charlie Graves, Frank Copeland, | 


Charlie Watkins, Tollie Corder, A. 
F. Thurman. It was during a meet- 
ing by Thurman that this writer 
was baptized in the little old dirt 


jtank on the Gid Mayfield place 


woe ee 


They were not weaklings | 


“No need to go to church | 
These people attended | 


\ { 


| 


Conclusion | 


Previously it was mentioned of 
the minor resistance on the part | 
of religious adversaries of the 
church in which they were forced 
to change the time of worship | 
from morning to afternoon. This 
continued for a matter of three 
years, during which time oppos- 
ition grew more bitter until fin- 
ally one Lord’s day in 1919 they 
came to worship and found the 
schoalhouse locked against them. 
This did not deter them from their 
worship. As this writer recalls 
the events and scenes, there was 
not even any bitter recrimina- 
tions at that time for it was wor- 
ship time. They just made the | 
best of it. As there was not time | 
to go to anyone’s house to wor- | 
ship, they proceeded to conduct | 
services on the front porch and 
yard of the school. 


| 


Brother Frank Copeland was, 
there to preach that day. The | 
table was spread on the front 
porch and the preacher preached 
just as long as was customary 
(more than an hour), while the, 
congregation rested themselves as 
best they could, some sitting on 
the ground on the blankets that 
were available (brought for the 
little ones to sleep on) and some 
of the menfolk leaned against ‘the 
walls of the schoolhouse. Having 
services out of doors was not un- 
common in those days, but it was 
usually by choice and not because 
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others had denied christians the|resulted in continued growth. 
|common right to worship as they|Though the building is the same 
chose in their own schoolhouse. (structure, it has undergone many 
This event, instead of discour-|changes deemed expedient by all 
aging the church, spurred them|the church. 
on to something which has been 
a blessing inherited by all who 
have come after. 


Looking at the turn of events, 
one is made to realize that God’s 
ae hand is in it all. The old school- 
Ma aaa the eal house is gone; so are the services 
be » eg eet ae es et ane! of those who sought to put an 
then ambitious program, “Let 4S! end to the worship of our church. 
build aur own place of worship, Where once the church had as- 
said they. Not one opposed. The} ombled once each week, the zeal 
land was given by Brother Cant- had grown to the point that a 


and anne pau cae. goodly number of the members 
the responsibilities involved. Flans. gathered at other appointed times 


aor drawn, Money was raised, to further train and prepare them- 
and materials put on the ground. selves for the work of the Lord. 

Within a ie He work ee nf The church has never suffered 
gun and never lagged unti Cla division, nor any serious internal 


ae yas ready for ore a strife, but strives always for peace 
ere Was SOME SIX -Weexks DelWeen land harmony and to’ keep the res- 


the “shutout” and the entering into pect! ‘of ahosenwithout. 


the new place of worship. On the It has, changed from meeting in 


‘Sundays in between the church a borrowed schoolhouse to services 
met to- worship in the Cantwell 


in our own spacious building, from 
home. 'the discomfort of the frontier 
The time soon came when the times to the comfort of today’s 
house was near enough finished)¢onveniences. From baptizing in 
ta be used. So, in the fall of 1919, stock tanks or any available water 
the church held its first services|We mow have our baptistry. 
in the new building. The: floor} Other changes have led us to 
was not yet laid, nor the walls, appreciate a little less perhaps, 
sealed. The people, however, did the faith of our fathers. Punctua- 
not have to sit on the ground, lity in beginning may have Jlessen- 
‘though the seating was none the ed the tolerance we should have 


less uncomfortable, far all had to|for those who are late. We can 
sit on the bare floor joists. Ser-|but miss a little the ministrations 


'vices went ‘on, and as seemed to) Of discipline when mothers spank- 


‘be fitting, Brother Copeland was,ed the child during _ services. 
again on hand to preach. It was|We would love to hear again the 
‘at this meeting that something|Singing in which all engaged whe- 
‘else happened that was destined to|ther or not there was perfect 
lexert a great influence on the| harmony, but during which all 
lives of us, for it was at the first|made melody in their hearts. One 
invitation extended in the new,€ven misses a wee bit that slight, 
meeting house that our late, belov-| Persecution when the enemies of; 
ed Brother Jasper heeded the gos-| Christ called christians “Camp-| 
| pel call. He lived to become Elder |bellites.” It is pleasant to see in 
lof the church and served as such|0ur reveries the littlest ones ly- 
until his death. ing asleep on the pallets thus 

It is easily seen that this per-|Peacefully passing through long 
secution served to launch the|Sermans. How we who were a bit 
‘church on a great effort which ates longed to lie down also and 
1d 

These changes are good so long 
as they do not lead us into the 
ways of the drifting  relgiious! 
world, nor beyond that which is, 


a a 


written, 

As the years rolled on people . 
were converted and_ canstantly . 
moved on into other parts of the 
world, some of course turning 
back, but many mare taking their — 
place in the work of the Lord in 
whatever place they settled. We 
feel certain that both God and 
history has smiled on their efforts, 
and that they have played an in- - 
valuable part in the cause of 
Christ. 

The membership of the congre- . 
gation seems to remain about the . 
same in numbers. This is goad and 
not bad, for those who understand 
God’s plan know that it is His 
purpose that we as His children 
and messengers should go every- 


where bearing the word of life. 
So,:from our little cangregation at 
Rock Creek has gone the gospel.’ 
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The McKenzie Campaign Against 
the Commanches 1874 - 1875 
Related to H. S. Smith by 
J. P. Brown, Citizen Scout 
General McKenzie with a small 
military force, started from Fort 
Duncan near Eagle Pass, Texas 
in 1874. His mission was to invade 
the Commanche country, subdue 
the Indians and, therefore, end 
their wanton attacks on the set- 
tlers of the upper Colorado and 
the Concho Rivers and vicinity. 


On his way from Fort Duncan 
to Fort Concho, General McKenzie 
gathered additional forces, and on 
, arriving at Fort Concho, his equip- 
ment was made to number 2500 
men and 125 wagons, mules, horses 
and supplies with campaign nec- 
essities. The greater--number~ of 


these soldiers were made up of | sport of a victor,'and at Blanco 


There were some, 


colored men. 
white soldiers, citizens scouts, and 


Tonkwa Indian trailers. The names | 


of the Citizen Scouts were J. P. 
Brown, I. E. Brown, Wash Tanker- 
sley, Chas Millin, John Davison, 
P. R. Clark, J. G. Connell, A. E. 
Adam's, B. W. Lee, and a few 
others whose names are not rem- 
embered. 

Leaving Fort Concho with his 
army, McKenzie made his way 
northward toward the Plains coun- 
try, the Llano Estacado, the land 
of the Commanche, and the home 
of the Buffalo. 

Battle No. 1 


| 
| 


twenty miles south of the present 
site of Colorado City, a little brush 
between the Indians and soldiers. 
occurred just a bit of fun for 
the boys and the braves. However, 
the Indians were routed out to- 
ward the north with Tonkwa Trail- 
ers, Citizen Scouts, and soldiers | 
in their wake. 
Battle No. 2 


On Tobacco Creek, a head of 
the Colorado River, McKenzie suc-| 
ceeded in coming up with the 
Indians. Here a brush somewhat | 
more fierce than before occured, 
but the Commanches were routed, 
out as before. The Indians here} 
seemed to be banding together, 
gaining in number. 

Battle No, 3 
The army pursued, as like the 


Canyon overtook the Commanches, 
who were retreating in apple-pie | 
order. Here quite a fight took, 
place, and through the indiscrea- 
tion of one of McKenzie’s captains 
a number of soldiers were trapped 
and killed by the Indians. The 
redmen had greatly increased in 
number. McKenzie reduced the 
captain to the rank of a private. 
The Indians were routed and the. 
army followed them but it was” 
getting worse all the time. | 
Battle No. 4 

Next the Indians were overtaken 
at Quitaque, where they endea- | 
vored to make a stand; but, fail- 


-available fuel, 


the caprock. 
Battle No. 5 

At the Tulia, or Tule Canyon, 
the next clash. of arms occured. 
It was very serious for both pur-| 
suers and pursued. Here a number 
of McKenzie’s wagons were ren- 
dered teamless and all such wa-| 
gons were burned by order of 
‘the general. There were wounded 
and dead on both sides. The In-, 


j | dians had greatly increased their 


number and were becoming formi-| 
dable. Battling was ceasing to be 
sport any longer, for it was: get- 
ting to be the real thing. The boys. 
and their mounts were becoming 
worn out, and it was a cold ‘mid-. 
winter too. The army was now 


‘short of food and supplies in gen- 


eral. Their diet was straight -buf- 
falo meat. Through the face of 
it all, McKenzie routed the red- 


‘men toward the Palo Duro. 


Battle No. 6 


Two days after the big fight at 
the Tule Canyon, the Indians were 
known to be making what proved | 
to be their last stand in the Palo | 
Duro Canyon. They were fortify- | 
ing by falling the red cedar trees” 


/and arranging them in lines of. 


defense and protection. 


General McKenzie, formed his 
own scouting company with the. 
Indian trailers, and the citizen 
scouts knew just about what Mr. 
Commanche was doing and how he 
was doing it. He was not long, 
therefore, in designing his mode 
for continued action. It was plain 
that the longer the delay in re- 
suming the attack on the Comman- 
ches the greater or the better he 
|'would be prepared to meet. it.| 
McKenzie, therefore, on the second , 
or third night after the Tule Creek | 
‘Battle, built a great number of 
fires of buffalo chips and other 
as if they were 
going to spend the night in the 
camp. Later in the night, the 


The army moved along its course | ing this, they continued northward | army went out in the direction of 


without casualty until reaching, 


along the breaks of the plains. 


the Indian encampment on the 


Renderbrook Springs. Here, about Sometimes they trailed out on Palo Duro. At a point McKenzie 


er ee ee ee nee 


Parti) wee: 


Det) es 
ri aS ra) as 


a ciaeebinisilsioleeiniapenlenelll 

aso «itt 

Zz vt with a8 | 
oyas) sit 70 elit adt SA | 
ero amite bo west 3x57 ot | 
sq dod tol’ siciies qupr sew nt 
dum & pot Honewid bas v3 vat | 


ot Siew amoyaw PaixaotoM. Io) i fi 
w fous fle Das eaciies) hares | wigt at vi aes sip — 
sabig vt beard sw eg) f Tir M0 mm 
Wenow stox s at jeter, aad | (cai Batre 
Ph 


t af? asbia died ao hrob bate | 
od) bossroai chor bad wasth, 
“owt arintoood axe fan we yt 


eal alla tl eal 9 edn iS Ae ps eh AER A et OS + nso te oe ne neta tae 


eo ty eda oth Shee) feninn Ar) mpien, 62 sleet we! 


J of Rolears ame yoiliiadl otdah | vane 6 

93 caw 1 rob 19yact yaw Toad, esed ofthis \QlO ohare, / 7 otha BBs © BART cedomarained ort 

rod ant aetist? Iaon ot o¢ ol ytdtereiitos bars orkihel sri nsswied | el sitm2 a Hot betel’ 

aiinaged wiow eimuorrtt todd BAG ot sui to ih we Beer bevisone | toa sexilip “ane 4h ty és 

ir: bios « 260 fi bos Jvo ™ oo | ernie oF sovetd ot br avod eat ts gata: AY, signee evans Ba . 

on ase vente -enT. co). volatw 0} jaro fester “eigw -emetinl gig tes movt hetiese cool wtaliaa ON 
ott bYewaeanet cael (siftbet spon! feast 4 ees 


19% ni eatiqaua duis boot lo, Inert) jaw? wwobne't sdtw erie 
el jipiawea enw toib ionT Ant yrath (oa bee oheptre nova | OBS Pol AR saw nolo aiff Baviit mt Caen ee 
» Sood off stauorwtT .jnom ola odow Tho He ibeLe witiges. odomagrrisd” 7 | i * an ue 
ver  Patwot sismololt Me i ot otted hme sorgrsdd LR annie! “BGs ion at ; 
ewd ols efi btewal nom is feat Zz eet) egoecae ‘ j-dae ott. ie per erg rot aw “" i ik de fh ihe ae 
& wo oltin®) oy cisaciioN tov bhsiele ong absigted “egal, gaB Io eit)’ Beh Hao 
4 cabtn tele hers ah ontouh's ol OM 


a dripit ict oft t92%e eyed owl j oft ihw au apap ci failwoar uy 
new anu of won slat ont terturssaor dure? =. orelt -cemntieth pay Herik dao apo st te, eit AO of Me hae bled 
yor tate yeblem at ob avronsl | Howse rwlad asi) ayiotl ornaty | gists Ao prradiaty adeno) hot wl phony 


ies ¢ ont vi haede dest riod’ od of hogar atow vortomeminteD mt iid io bie aol iatotiibby orate i si 
/istot “19w “ont foynsd od | | e29al anethiul SaT. .ciiod a duo |: Ginza vf sation 1308 ‘8 yetvarte |” yas as, in iF 7 

sat choo bor oat grilled vd yal! sedjegot aaibasd od ost LOGS souktrats) «oh. ghar, aay food” J re we aa ge 
» eeell ot apes yRiQonrw DAR | adnivd tTt a | ascent. toy. RO SW ats Wne ¢ gait: te ‘“ i 
stohtoetorg baie saneleb | £ oA olfted (wont oulecma” ashe sebtanyare bis: Ae ne 

id porriot .oisaetslt lero) | aed oAti ea Hauriig worn ast (p26 eaters OVA ont eoeiaes « ie rt 

nodghe gy sfinat ‘ouey prothloa mipahhy | 


i} nitw “eheqies gnitnoua HWO | sonnitt In Das’ (Tosa s ip : 
vaniths ott bons e19lisy asia’ sorfomeaicod. oid FOOMSV0 sour: Lpinin SUR: pan Waitt aes pk i 


Ok tuctw diode jeult waeael atyooe | siq,eigges Ai gaiizovial o194 oww baa atgnoh’ 9 oral erst 
sd wor bun paloh acw stonemmo9 Aoot iyi s otuP ort obras |maereen ont ie 
youot jon aaw oH tt Umiob cael ances ott duvet, dna potg 4G atqat 
shunt vist atinweiast ni ototovedt (entaras a'oiussiiol To ono My poll, syne ; | 
nieiy ew i .nolteg ow nimoy ‘103 ae ia eriilon, To ~odeton 3| mont” aastoly ae 
2 at ywleb ent rognol od? osad bay anetbal st yo baithh bap A Mena Ba SM ‘ 


nntanoD. off no Asaka oft palms) mt hours viiwsts bad wasaor| wel a bee et br 
od qed aft to ‘t9tee%y vdt noilo jodi bearbat eisavHoM “todas mot for, bs eorigew ouete 


it foam «2 besnqerq od blow | ofeving & fo wns) ali o} ry 
bagwen orld no ,yrolotst) vixnedoM ot bie boner, sig anole 


dows oli oth voile idiyin brits 10 | new Si tud made, bewollo? warts yw vid Sane tiem atOR an 
to radmud Iseny 9 sind mites | camnit adt, Lis gl wathiag | -mido ert at on brea! ae ae 
nedio bie eit ofatiud jo anid | aan ef Deel By ob ae) ee 

sisw yori Th mm tout aictotiava | nodstneea, an aro ansibal Poe Bee ee eae anf > oy 99 

afd? ni tugte et} henge of gniog, -oebmy . yodd wind supain J6) mT st et 
vdt jtyin odd ui rote sqenae [thet aud pagia, § ple, 0 DHION) 5 8 aie ay. 1 i. oti cae 


to nattosih add ni tne tas vores! Panwilhign Mg? at: ! ines 

ott wo Jngenensone aaibat edt|acinig oct al wine “. aes Ld b, es nndiew ” ahi 

sisnoMoM tuiog « tA ote ofvl m9 a4 potas it yartt eomultpetic st al cba | nn aussie 
Se cece AT RTE AE regen | 


- is c ener r z 7? 
” r 
ry ies . *’ ; A an thik _ arly heat , ; ‘ 
‘ : f 5 mateo an sox ns, thee : x ap 2a. Thay. 
: Fhe tee hoe rarer 1 uae i fh ¥ 
 PUAne sa f° hd ol ” Dt gh ST hay aoa) . ae ae mes Pedy ayy 
oF hi? re ut t , 1 ; oe , ir 4 ff 
} as ' i , re 4 - ahha i Te o , bl 


6; 


THE BRISCOE COUNTY NEWS 


detailed seven hundred of his 
soldiers with some citizen scouts 
to cautiously proceed to a hiding 
place about a half mile above the 
Indian camp. Here the squad was 
to remain for further orders un- 
less it should there find opportun- 
ity to engage the Indians. The 
General took the remainder of 
his army quietly and entered the 
Canyon just below the Indians. 
At early daylight the fight was 
on, white and colored men charged 
the red cedar fortification and a 
hand to hand fight ensued. The 
Indians after a hard fight were 
forced to flee up the canyon. They 


General McKenzie died in the 
Soldiers’ Home in California. 

Horses were shot about a half 
mile above the battle ground, a- 
gainst a bluff, A squad of 24 men 
did: the work. 

The battle ground covered a vast 
scope of country, during the day’s 
fight, but of course the main part 
was about the Indian fortification 
on the Pala Duro. 

General McKenzie took.the lead 
in person and had a horse speared 
from under him in the fight. 

The Indian dead were not buried. 

The squaws and children wefe 
herded like cattle, and bedded at 
were surprised too, by the seven|night within a guarded circle. 
hundred soldiers in hiding, and|They made the night sound with 
were turned back in the face of| howls and moanings. 
| McKenzie. The fight now became 
|2 running fight and occupied the 
/greater part of the day. The Com- 
‘'manche warriors were killed to 


a man, more than two-thou'sand 
dead Indians lay scattered over the 
battle field. About three thousand 
_squaws and children together were 
| taken from their hiding place 
‘under the nearby caprock. They 
were kept unharmed as captives. 
McKenzie lost three hundred men. 
Two trenches were dug side by 
side on the battle ground. The 
whites were buried in one and 
the colored in the other. All Ind- 
ian ponies not desired to be used 
by McKenzie’s men, as well as 
incapacitated horses of the army, 
were rounded up just above the 
| battle ground and shot by the 
'General’s orders. 


| This fight forever broke the 
power of the Commanches. His 
squaws and children were taken 
by the way of Fort Griffin to 
Fort Sill. They were held as ran- 
some for the unconditional sur- 
render of two Commanche Chiefs, 
‘yet at large, with small bands. 
These chiefs surrendered at Fort 
| Sill, and the remnant, of the Com- 
manche tribe was placed on a 
reservation near Fort Sill. 
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Glimpses of Briscoe County History ) 


Since 1892 
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PIONEER PEOPLE 
By Clyde Thomas 


(Written for the June 26, 1925, 


issue of the Briscoe County News) 
A. E. Frieze 


Mr. A. E. Frieze came to Briscoe 
County in the fall of 1891, when 
the county that is now prosperous 
and productive was only a vast 
rolling prairie with antelope and 
mustang ponies scattered here and 
there over it. 

Coming here from Baylor Coun- 
ty, Texas, Mr. Frieze took up the 
work which at that time was the 
only profession which flourished 
here, that of cattle raising. For 
some eight or ten years he worked 


{On various ranches, spending sev- 
eral years an the LX Ranch north || 


of Amarillo. 
At the time that Mr. Frieze came 


‘'|}to the county there was only one 


store here and that carried a very 
small stock of goods, In the next 
few years other stores were built 


‘and a somewhat larger line of | 


goods carried. 
Estelline and Amarillo were the 
principal trading posts for the 


people of this section of the coun- |! 


try at that time. Most of the sup- 


plies came from. Amarillo, 


| 
| 


al- 
though it was 20 miles further tol 
Amarillo than to Estelline, the 
road was better and a better line 
of supplies were carried by the 
merchants at that place. Mr. Frieze 
states that the first time he saw 
Amarillo it was ‘a small town 
with scarcely more than 1,000 pop- 
ulation. With the elapse of thirty 
years, Amarillo has became the 
largest city in the Panhandle and 
one of the fastest growing cities in| 


, Texas. 


During his residence in Briscoe 
County, Mr. Frieze has seen the 
vast prairies which were once 
spotted with cattle converted into 
broad fertile agricultural lands 
were maize and kaffir grow good, 
where cotton makes a half bale to| 


a -ae- 
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the acre and where wheat pays in 
spite of dry weather. During the 
early days of the county all the 
provisions and supplies, building 
materials and other necessities 
came from Amarillo or Estelline. 
Fo some time, Mr. Frieze frieght- 
ed between Amarillo and Silver- 
ton, and he states that he hauled 
lumber from Amarillo to build 
many of the first houses which 
were built in Silverton. 

For several years Mr. Frieze 
has been identified with the han- 
dling of the mails im some way. 
His first position of this nature 
was the carrying of the mail be- 
tween Silverton and Estelline., He , 


drove a team of mules and a hack 
and made three trips a week. 


Following this he spent four 
| years carrying mail between Sil- 
verton and Tulia. After this he 
served as post office clerk far 
more than a year. Then he was ap- 
pointed Postmaster for Silverton. 
At one time the Silverton Post 
Office was located in a small build- 
ing which stood where Crawfard’s 
Garage is now located. During his 
residence here, Mr. Frieze has 
held several positions where he 


|had public services to perform and 


he has always performed these 
duties in a way which was satis- 
factory to the public. He served 
three years as Mayor of Silverton 
and has been Silverton’s Post- 
master for a number of years, hay- 
ing just completed his twelfth 
year as Postmaster of Silverton. 


Mr. Frieze ‘says that it is inter- 
esting to note the development 
through which Briscoe County has 
gone in the last thitry years. He 
says that he has seen antelope 
grazing within the city limits of 
Silverton, and that it was not un- 
common to see bands of wild pon- 


ies grazing around almost as close. 

Briscoe County has indeed gone 
through a wonderful: development 
in the last thirty years and where 
once the mustang, antelope and 
jackrabbit ran wild, the cattle 
and sheep graze peacefully and 


the people, instead of living under 
the privations and hardships of a 
pioneer country now live in one 
of the most prosperous sections 


of the country. 
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Gid Mayfield came to Briscoe County in 1886 and his is one of 
the first claims in the county which can be traced. He filed on 
his land which was located six miles west and two miles north 
of Silvencon. He lived on one half section and bought two and 
one-half sections more. He built the dugout pictured above 
just under the ledge of the top bank of a canyon and lived 
as a bachelor there for four years. He then married and lived 
in his half dugout seven years more. They got their water 
froma spring about a hundred yards from the house. He went 


aaa 


whatever else they could do to 


| 


help. One instance can be mention- 
ed where two families lived three 
miles apart. The mother of one 
of the families was in poor health, 


' so the mother and children of the 


Glinpses of Briscoa County History : 


other walked once each week after 
their laundry, did the washing and 
ironing and carried it back for a 
period of one year. 

There was always room for com- 
pany. The families had bedrolls 
which they used in case of com- 
pany and the old saying was true 
“There’s always room for one 
more.” ‘ 

.The entertainments were few 
but the people were happy and en- 
joyed one another immensely. ! 


| , 


Once each year they gave a big 
dance. Families came from miles 
around in their wagons. A table 
was laden with food and couples 
ambled in to eat two or three 
times before the night passed. 
Preaching was done in the 
homes and the preacher traveled 
from home to home or settlement 
to settlement. When the preacher! 
came, the word somehow got ar-| 
ound, and the nearest people | 
would come. | 


By 1890 settlers were swarming 
into the county. The official busi- 
ness was handled usually in a nei- 
ghboring county or in the county 
where the surveyors lived. A few 
houses sprang up here and almost 


to Herald, below Vernon, orice each year for dry goods and | 
‘beat r : | tbody had wells dug. The dug- 
groceries. He drove 1 50 head of mized cattle from East Texas Spite ated vie a bee roe 


to begin his herd. 
Bis wel DX 


From a series of articles col- 


|\jection or a door 
{ 
| 
| 


lected by R. E. Douglas. ‘| fuel 


essary to have ‘a little roof pro-| years more. 
like a cellar. 


Many of the dugouts had cook stov- : ida in his 
‘les and all used buffalo chips for 4 on, the trail, Meike 


When a person died out in camp, 


|, bedroll and deposited as reverent- 
ly as could be expected when one. 


The homes of the earliest set- | 
tlers were nearly all half dugouts. 
They were small, but warm and' 
comfortable. The cavity was made 
about three feet deep and a wall 
was then built up about three feet 
more. The inside wall was made 
‘of cedar logs and plastered with 
white mud. This made the place 
clean, safe and nice to look at. The 
outside was built up around the 
logs with rocks that were plastered 
‘together. Either a glass window or 
a wooden shutter was placed in 
each side of the room. The roof 
was constructed in a triangular 
shape. Three huge cedar logs were 
placed as beams going lengthwise 


_|with the room. Across them were 


placed side by side, pole after 
pole covered with dirt. The abode 
had only one door which, if the 
dugout was built along a ledge, 
made the back go into the earth 
and when opened, one could al- 
most walk straight in, with steps 
in most cases. This made it nec- 


| 
a 


Most of the beds were made of 
cedar posts. The mattresses were 
made of gunny sacks stuffed with | 
dry grass. When the grass be- 
came broken and packed, the ticks 
were emptied and refilled with 
new grass. 


person was handling the situa- 
tion. 

In the settlements a coffin was 
made from wagon beds or any av-: 
ailable plank. By 1905-06, they 
made caskets from lumber and lin-. 
ed and covered them with black; 


The women wore cotton checks 
in the summer and linsey dresses 
in the winter. The men wore jeans. 
Most of the mothers made the 
children’s shoes out of the tops 
of worn out boots and shoes be- 
longing to the older members of 
the family. Sometimes the soles 
were cut from the only available was! 
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calico. 

A death was never questioned, 
regardless of why, when or where 
it occurred. 

Ar ae Bot, SPS a ; 


leather and the tops were made 

from the heavy jean materials. a1? 
The first settlers had many 

hardships. There were no doctors 

no roads, no fast means of trav: 

el. Their troubles were borne 

bravely and any illness, death, etc. 

of one family was felt genuinely 

by the neighboring family. In case 


of either, the neighbors for miles 


- men who left already settled parts 


‘lives were snuffed out by one 


- sought jobs out further west. The 


Lone Prairie Graves 


EDITOR'S NOTE: The following . 
TF gf ll taal rth le at arm the trail to winter in 
Doshier, president of the Amar- ‘im 20, Duro Canyon. Bob ‘Bis- 
lo Genealoica Solbrascod pen meee af ni Tule outfit. 
i : 4 , Wagon-bo 
ie My Sa aoe ge Aamnic and his outfit had hee ate id 
aay * 9 entire roundup; and Dick Walsh 
Pioneering is characteristic of tig Peer ne A: Was 
° wa f % Lvies 
colors stv, build” Sich man | *2: Neth manseverag 
, PME PUIG. ...| Of man and beast. Skill 
are not afraid; their iron bodies trained h wee eee ee 
he'd hearts of gold and a spirit of which Lexienir sr: vi et a 
caurage; and so, many were the tian and Warrener Hanih Landi 
nearby. Forgetting their physical 
discomfart, they were only aware 
that the work must go on. There 
was no quitting until the herd was. 
worked and the cattle delivered to 
their respective destinations. 


The dark, gloomy ceiling above 


in the days of pioneering and 


lure of the West drew them like a 
magnet. The Texas Panhandle 
claimed many of these men. Those 
who remain today, after years of 
achieving and building, remember 
those less fortunate. Some of them|'#e™ bore no warning of a tragic 
drifted back—or on; others pas. !"erruption. But out of the un- 
sibly went down in shame, while known came an awful clap of thun- 
a few lost their lives in their efj 1¢T followed by a bolt of lightning 
nth Out of the Southwest it shot like! 


Despite “Bury Me Not On The i apthand skyrocket across the 
Lone Prairie,” as sung by all cow: © herd, sending out hundreds | 


‘of li i ‘ 
boys, almost every ranch has some i tee rabeoE its deadly | 
‘ Y across the 


lone grave within its pastures. A 

. h ’ ‘ 

double grave on the JA claims the ee abe ll “ey finding its 

a . . an 

bodies of two of its men, whose were holidng the ten HOA BE no 
Deathly fear gripped every rid. 

er, for hardly a horse in the out- 

fit: but was shocked ta his knees. 


keen flash of lightning while on 
a fall round-up. This tragic story 
has been told in verse by Vashti Th f 
Bourne, and is familiar to all lov 4, water. Sears only 
ers of cowboy songs and ballads. Tagic scene. Two of 


The round-up was on the Tule, | them ‘would never rise; they had 


_ and according to Will James, 4\ gone down with their horses and 
_ Tegular hand, it was the next to their herd. Bob Bishop, Edgar Brit- 


' for top land, by running water, 


-'summer pasture. 


- 


. working of the herd began. The 


‘while the rest of the herd would 


the largest herd ‘he had ever seen 
gathered on that range. The Tule, 
famous for its wonderful grass, 
and doubly blessed as was unusual 


ain and Willis Fisher were the 
first to the spot. Warrener and 
his horse were killer instantly as 
the bolt struck the cantle of the 
saddle, going through clean as if 
it had been a bullet fired from a 
22. Willis Fisher pulled Bob Chris- 
tian from beneath his horse. The 
horse for a minute showed some 
signs of life. Bob looked from one 
man to the other, and without 
speaking died in Fisher’s arms. 
The herd and the work were 
forgotten as Mim-eyed cowboys 
gathered around experiencing 
something the West had not taught 
them. An unusual task of comrad- 
ship was at hand. Mitch Bell was 
riding at the rear of the herd 
and was one of the last to reach 
the scene. He found Dick Walsh, 
who had had little experience as 
general manager, in a state of 
consternation and bewilderment. 
Walsh ordered the boys to turn 
the cattle loose, but Mitch inter- 
vened. He tald Walsh that he and 


might easily have been the envy | 
of any big rancher for its use as a 


The gathering which usually 
took about two weeks had been 
done under much difficulty as well 
as discomfort. Cold fall rains had 
‘set in and continued throughout 
the time. Dark gray clouds hung 
overhead promising nothing but 
the steady drizzle which was mak- 
ing the already soaked sod so 
spongy that horses and cattle mov- 
ed with much effort. Cowboys, 
nesters, and ranch men, chilled to 
the bone, spurred their horses on 
as they pressed in on this immen- 
se herd, gathered at last. There on 
Burnham Hill—which was more of 
a Plains highkand than a hill—the 


“cut” would be sent to market 


—_- _ 


the JA men’ would take care of 


the herd while the Tule outfit 
buried its men. He also instructed 
Walsh to send to Tulia and get 
the best clothes that could be 
bought for the men and caskets, 
and leave nothing undone that 
was his power to do. This advice 
was well received for the mana- 
ger and wagon-boss were dear 
friends, having worked tagether 
as regular hands before either 
received promotions. Bell’s sym- 
pathetic handling of the situation 
was appreciated. 

It was about 10 o’clock in the 
morning. No more rain fell—that 
mighty clap of thunder and light- 
ning was the only one heard dur- 
ing the day; but it, in taking its 
grim toll, was heard across almost 
twa counties. Being the only thun- 
der of the day, its mighty rumble 
impressed all those who heard it 
for miles around. 

The bodies were taken to Tule 
headquarters about ten miles east 
of Tulia, in Swisher County, and 
cared for by Fred Scott, a JA man 
who was assisted by Willis Fisher. 

The family of Reid, living at 
‘Silverton, was notified; but Chris- 
tian’s family lived over 300 miles 
away in the postoak hills of Jack 
‘County, where they had settled 
many years before. However, two 
‘older brothers, Jim and Will, 
whom Bob had followed West, 
were employed by the ranch and 
‘were across the canyon to the 


north. A rider was sent to JA}: 


‘headquarters bearing the news. 
|Jim happened to be there—laid 
‘up with a fractured ankle. His 


horse had fallen with him on the] 


|slippery ground while on round- 
up the day before—otherwise he 
would have been many miles away 
with the herd as was his brother, 
Will. It was the time of the year 
for round-ups, and they were be- 
ing made all over the million-acre 
range. It was October 23, 1895, and 
by chance, Jim’s birthday. 

Jim had sat around the ranch 
house all day, visiting with the 
cook, De Wall, eating and reading. 
At about 6 o’clock the lone rider 
arrived bearing the news of the 
younger brother’s death. 

Later it was known that two 


‘|messengers were dispatched—ar- 


riving messenger, Jim Love, who 
was sent by Dick Walsh, and Char- 
ley Parks, who was sent by Mitch 
Bell. The latter failing to find 
Jim, returned to the Tule in time 
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sibility, and now, able or not, he 
had to ga to Bob. He had come 
west when only a lad to find a 
‘job in order to help pay. off his 
father’s indebtedness and to help 
educate his younger brother and 
sisters. His older brother, Paul, 
who had come with him for the 
same purpose, was forced to return 
to help manage at hame. And one 
by one, the younger brothers rode 
over the horizon seeking jobs on 
the JA with Jim. Because of the 
reputable character and ability 
of the older brothers before them, 
each was hired. Jim saw that they 
got good horses ta ride, for he 
cut them from his own string. 

A new experienc: and a new 
responsibility now presented them- 
selves to Jim. Despite the protests 
of the cook, a gentle horse was 
led up beside the tall ranch porch; 
Jim, donning his slicker and _ ty- 
ing on his crutches, mounted— 
ready to begin that long, painful 
ride with his messenger, Jim Love, 
across the canyon and on to the 
Tule some 40 miles away. 

Jim instructed De Wall to get 
word to Will and send a message 
home. Will was to meet Jim in 
Amarillo where the body would 
be embalmed; and accompanied 
by them, it was to be shipped 
home on the Fart Worth and Den- 
ver Railroa dto Henrietta, and 


‘from there overland to Antelope. 

The sky was still overcast and a 
slow drizzle set in as these two| 
silent cowboys began their slow 
trek over canyon trails. Dark soon 
overtaok them. They were famil- 
iar with the trails, and so were 
their horses; but much depended 
upon their animal instinct to carry 
them safely across. Jim was unable 
to get off and give his horse the 
advantage of the steep climbs as 
was his custom. They arrived at 


Tule headquarters about midnight | 


‘and were met by Dick Walsh and 
other cowboy friends. A gloomy 

silence prevailed as they escorted 
Jim through the ald ranch house 
where the bodies Jay. These rug- 
ged westerners, pale-faced and 
their usual quick movements now 
awkwardly gentle, went to and fro 
There was little sleep at the Tule 
that night. 

Walsh discussed the tragedy as 
well as plans for the funeral with 
Jim. He convinced Jim that, owing 
to the condition of the bodies, it 
would be impossible to get Bob’s 
body ta Amarillo for embalming 
as it would take nearly three days 
by wagon over the spongy sod. 

The Reid family planned inter- 
ment in the Silverton cemetery 
the following day for Warrener; 
so Jim decided the only reason- 
able thing to do was to bury Bob 


the bady to Jack County. He could- 
| n’t forget as these plans were 
| made the grief around the old 


fireside at home, and how his | 
mother would expect him to bring ; 
ck. She had always depend-| | 


Bob ba 


|! 4 
, ed on him. He thought, too, of 

Will, who would wait for him in 

Amarillo. Jim realized that out 

of the family of 12, he alone would 

witness the last rites. “Well,” he 
decided at last, “when it’s all over, 
Tll go home.” 
Caskets were secured at Tulia, 
and the next morning a caravan 
of wagons iand men on horseback 
started for the. lonely cemetery 
at Silverton. The services were 
held at the double grave that was 
to claim the two that had fallen 
together. Reverend Wallace, a 
young Methodist preacher, conduc- 
ted the services. Despite the sparse 
settlement of the cauntry there 
was a large crowd gathered. The 
Reids were a highly respected 
pioneer family, and as one of the 
| cowboys remarked, ‘“Warrener was 
Le prince of a young man, who had 
a host of friends.” Bob was better 
known among ranchmen than a- 
_mong the settlers, but between the 
two classes of people, a layalty 
prevailed that hardly any other 
ranch could boast. The men of the 
Tule agreed that day that they 
had lost two of the best men in 
‘the outfit. The JA men, and a 
Settler, Willis Fisher, held the 
‘herd while the Tule men attend- 
ed the funeral. - 

And those of us today who enjoy 
the privilege of the telephone and 
the service of flaral establishments 
are glad to know that at the burial 
on that bleak October day there 
were masses of flowers—not deli- 
cate hothouse sprays, but sturdy, 
colorful bouquets from the Braid- 
foot yard. The Braidfoots were 
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| 
| 


an 
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settlers nearby, and the mother 
and daughter, Gertrude, felt whol- 
ly repaid for their efforts in car- 
ing for these plants under the dif- 
ficulties of pioneering. 


The funeral over, Jim returned 
on the long, hard ride to the JA 
headquarters. He was sure that 
Will would come there to learn 
of the change in plans, which he 
did the next day. After a_ brief 
visit between them, they rode off 
together—Will, to join the outfit 
on the plains and resume work, 
‘and Jim ta catch the first train 
home. 


The parents, brothers and sis- 
ters were waiting every hour for 
Jim’s arrival with the body. An 
open grave waited, and friends | 
and loved ones stood by the be-, 
reaved through the long,: trying | 
Not until Jim arrived did they 
know that this younger son had 
already received interment in the 
ESTED WT ATTA HIRE LE TIESTO OLE” ERTS OE CN TS 


Panhandle. The family planned at 
that time to have Bob’s body mav- 
ed later on to the family plot in 
Jack County, but it still lies today 
beside Warrener Reid’s at Silver- 
ton. <A special tribute to their 
memory is always paid them by 
the Silverton pioneers on Memor- 
ial Day. 

The funeral expenses were 
borne by the ranch, and later Mrs. 
Adair, owner of the ranch, erected 
a double stane at the grave. It 
was the request of Mrs. Adair that 
‘she be allowed to do this. 
AUTHOR’s NOTE: For details con- 
nected with the above story, I am 
grateful to the following: Will 


‘James, Claude, Texas; Mrs. Wes 


Lane, Wayside, Texas; E. H. Chris- 
tian, Claude, Texas; J. T. Chris- 
tian, Claude, Texas; Mr. and Mrs. 
Paul Christian, Antelope, Texas; 
Mrs. Harvie Marks, Perrin, Tex- 
as; and Mitch Bell, Clarendon, 
Texas. 
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a Mrs. Dean Lowe Fitzgerald wé 


8 at the piano, as they sang 
51 Days” and ‘‘May The 
Good Lord Bless And Keep You.’’| 

Grady Martin, president of the 
graduating class of 1941, reported , 
to the ex-students and ex-teachers 
in attendance that his class has ; 
met obstacles raised by growing] ~ 
up during the depression ara 
graduating just before World War as OT, ANN AGAR RRNA caaaaiee csc 
IJ, and all thirty-eight graduates — ioe: 
have come through in good condi- 
tion. All are living, and the where- 
abouts of thirty-seven of. them is 
known. 

Harley Redin of Plainview, an- 
other ex-student, gave the home- 
coming address. He stated that it 
shauld be the aim of all to “en- 
courage our high school students 
to finish school and go of to col- 
lege. The apprximate monetary 
value placed on a college educa- 
\tion is $180,000,” he continued. 
| He concluded his remarks by 
telling the group about his visit 
to Russia as coach of the United 
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New Mexico, a member of the Class 


, to the 1962 Homecomin 


States Womens AAU basketbal : 
team. = ai 
Recognized for traveling — the aes 
furthest ta attend the homecomins = at 
a6 


were Mrs. Edna Christianson o 
Kingman, Arizona: Mrs. Dea: 
Lowe Fitzgerald of Deming, Nev 
Mexico, and Mr. and Mrs. Walte 
Bain of Albuquerque, New Mexicc 

Early students who were recos 
nized included Mrs. Ed McMurtry 
wha attended Silverton Schools a 
early as 1898. Mrs. Frank Gerde: 
Kenneth Bain (1900), Mrs. Oti 
Wilson (1894), Winnie Wimber] 
(1906), Theo Cowart Wise (1905 
Chris Seaman (1898), Jennie Se: 
man Richards, Prentis Richarc 
(1912), Louis Francis (1907), I 
T. Northcutt (1903), J. W. (Tec 
Reid 1903), Mrs. Dave Alexande 
(1892), and Mrs. Gertrude Braii 
foot Arnold (1892). : 
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‘elected Homecoming Queen ar 
‘was presented a corsage. Mr 
Doris Griffith Marler, Am 

of the Class of 1941, was also nom- 
inated as Homecoming Queen. _ 


sociation, and Alvin Redi 


W.E. Schott, president of 
are shown welcom 


Mr. and Mrs. George Miller 
and Mr. and Mrs. Gene Morris at- 
tended the Tech vs. WTSC foot- 
| ball game in Lubbock Saturday. 
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Silverton, (Briscoe County) Texas 


lartin Elected President 
Of Ex-Students Association} 


ae Se> te | Lon ail % ' Shy alia. During the business meeting of ia 
Los ge Weis son m|the Ex-Student Association held 


last Saturday morning, Grady Mar- |#% 
fa |tin was elected to head the assoc- | 
iation as president, and Donaleta|# : 
Seaney Garrison was elected to jj 
serve as secretary for the coming fy 
i|two years. It was decided that the |i 
Homecoming will be held at Sil- |p 
verton High School every two fi 
years, on the ‘even-numbered |e 
M\years, on the third Saturday in 
September. y 
The meeting was opened with 
W. E. Schott presiding. The invo-| 
cation was given by O. C. Rampley, | fh. 
an ex-student and present princi- } 
pal of Silverton High School. 


A report on the school today q 
was given by J. S. Hinds, Superin- | Bi 
tendent of Schools. In his report| He 
Mr. Hinds noted that there are 22| Hie. 
teachers in the system this year. 
The administration, he said, is ig 
striving to make this one af the 
best schools in the area. A 

Silverton graduates who enter] fi 
colleges are able to be grouped] fe 
with the accelerated classes, he| fie 
continued, which paints to the fact 
that our schools rate with the best 


them. The school system is 


pe roan" 


rapidly gaining teachers. Usually 
it is expected that a school will 
gain one teacher an the basis of; 7 
increased population about every q 
three years. We have been able to q 
gain a new teacher each yar, and q 
this past year lacked only six stu- 


ie: are i ceaHas: Pata Par lia : ee Midents in the average daily atten- i: 
Wis Rampley presents a corsage to high school auditorium last Saturday morn- dance of being eligible for two a 
2 Homecoming Queen, Mrs. Dean ing. A number of Mrs. Fitzgerald’s former new teachers. f 

tayerald, during the general assembly students were on hand to greet her during A group of high school girls, 


udents and ex-teachers held in the the day. —Briscoe County News Photo|Sharon Weaver, Paula Turner, 
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{Eighteen Members : 
Attend Class Reunion 


: 


| 
| 
| 


The 1941 graduates af Silverton 


|| High School met at the Bi-annual 


Homecoming for a class reunion. 
Eighteen of the thirty-seven mem- 
bers were present for the occa- 
sion. 

At a meeting held immediately 
following the barbecue plans were 
made to meet again in 1964. 

The members attended the faot- 
ball. game after which a_ buffet 
|supper was held in the commun. 

,ity room of Plainview Produc- 
tion Credit Association. 

Those present were Nona Lee 
Barnett, Marinez Gammage and 
Doris Marler, Amarillo; Mayme 
Lou Harp, Albuquerque, New Mex 
ica; Anita Walls, Frederick, Okla- 
homa; Lola Fern Gregory, Still- 
water, Oklahoma; Claynell Kack- 
ley, Odessa; Pauline Jarrett, Don- 
aleta Garrison, and Durene Nance, 
Silverton; Ardell Joiner, Stinett; 
Billy Jack Lawson, Kress; John 
Edd Bain, Lubbock; Garland Fran- 
cis, Grady Martin, Joe Montague, 
Roy Mack Walker, and Bill Long, 
Silverton, 
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F PHOTOS Gertrude (Braidfoot) Arnold is picture 
fii GMI ie nna ats Td the balcony. Others in the photo are unident- 


- 


is this picture of Mr. and Mrs. T. J. Braidfoot 


in the gateway in front of the Braidfoot Hotel. ified. 
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_ Tule Canyon Is Subject of 
“Tolbert’s Texas” Column 


In the Sunday edition of pa Pept acne te suddenly | we could not help thinking that 
Dallas Morning News, the “Tol- 2"¢ wit ao Previous sign Or warn-| we were among their ruins.” 
bert’s Texas” column was entitled, ,'"8 We found ourselves upon the Charles Sarchet, editor of the 


s i ery brink of a vast and yawnin 
The Tule Shocked Early Explor- ‘°TY y ei Briscoe County Ne 
ers.” The column, written by chasm, or canyon. ed Be RS A Aa Ate 


told me: “Everyone raves about 


To alo Duro, but the Tule is my fay- 
to those living on the canyon's'checked their onward course, and|orite canyon.” 


Incidentally, the City of Tulia, 
Tule Canyon, a monster, 1,000- S°¢t#ons were utterly at loss ta/Swisher County, was supposed to 
foot-deep, many-colored chasm in account for a movement so irreg-|be named for Tule Creek or Tule 
the Texas Panhandle, is at ONCE lat they would nk Rael avon the | Canyon. Only some poor spellers 
one of this state’s most spectacular edge of fearsome abyss at a dis.| 0! {he 1880's write it “Tullie,” and 


and least known pieces of real tance of 15 yards from its very then someone in the postal depart-, 


brink ment in Washington changed it to | 
estate. Tule’s beautiful sister can- : ne Pe ee 
yon, Palo Duro, is far more fa- Kendall estimated the dimen- 


mous, partly because it contains, Sions of the Tule pretty accurate- Tule Creek | and ug Canyon 
a 15,000-acre state park, while| ly, “not less tran 800 to 1,000 feet|start in eastern Swisher County, 
much of the Tule is shielded off| deep” and 300 to 500 yards in| and stream and canyon unite with 
from you and I by ranch fences.| Width. Palo Duro Canyon and the Prairie 

Was driving along a Briscoe Dog Tawn Fork of the Red River 
County road one day last week, in western Briscoe County. The 
and I'd forgotten that Tule was long wars with the Comanches 
up ahead, Was rolling through the and other horse Indians of the 
yellow, flat rangelands and then, Panhandle ended in Tule and Palo 
almost without warning, the road Duro Canyons. And while up here 
dived off into this great and gaudy} I visited some scenes of these pas- 
rent in the earth which is Tule | Sage-of-arms, and will report a- 
Canyon. ‘bout this in columns soon. 


The 1841 wandering newspaper- 
man, and his companions, seemed | 
ta be bothered more by heights | 
than this 1963 correspondent. For | 
Kendall wrote that as they stood 
on the brink of Tule “ a sickly 
sensation of dizziness was felt by 
all as we looked down, as it were 
into the very depths of the earth 
| On the floor of Tule are red}: -- In the valley were immense 
| and yellow mesas and buttes and| Walls ,columns, and, in some plac- 
other often huge rock farmations,| ©S: What appeared to be arches,| tye BRISCOE COUNTY NEWS 
carved by wind and water into| modeled by the wear of water, and} —————____________ 
fantastic and yet somehow artisti-/ Yet so perfect in form that we 
cally orderly patterns. , could have believed that the hand THURSDAY, APRIL 4,1963 

No one has described Tule more|0f man had fashioned them.” 


lovingly than old George Wilkins On the floor of: Tule, Bioret| 


Kendall, a newspaperman for] saw “a running stream on a lower 
whom. they named a Texas county. | - 


Mr. Kendall came to Tule in 1841! level of the chasm ... with a ro-; 
as a member of the unfortunate} mantic dell, covered with short 

Republic of Texas expedition | grass and a few scatterings of: 1946339 
(as ee cottonwoads.” Of the walls and 

‘Santa Fe, New Mexico. ‘columns in the canyon, he said: 

_ The Santa Fe expedition in 1841] «sq much of chaste grandeur was 

crossed the Tule twice and, aP-| there about them, that we were 

parently, at places not approach-} joct jn wonder and admiration.” 

able by roadways today. | In Kendall’s fancy, the Tule 

, The Republic of Texas adventur- | formations appeared as “breast- 

,ers had climbed up on The Stak-|| works of a fort, frowning turrets 


ed Plain or Llano Estacado, the} o¢ castles, and cumbruous pillars 
greatest tableland which Kendall] of some mighty pile . . . Imagina- 


styled The Staked Prairie. Andi! tion carried us back to Thebes, to 
he wrote: “Spread before us was Palmyra, and ancient Athens, and. 
® perfectly level plain, extendingio ee oe 
as far as the eye could reach, and! 
without a tree to break the mono- 
tony... We were going forward at 
a rapid pace, the prairies before 
us presenting no other appearance 
than a slight undulating but] 
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THURSDAY, APRIL 4,1963 


THE BRISCOE COUNTY NEWS 


SER ga wrens 


THE OLD McDANIEL HOME PLACE was the subject of the 
drawing of Jerry Lynn Garrison, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Carroll Garrison, which won first place in the Texas Pan- 
handle Heritage Foundation contest recently. 

—Briscoe County News Photo 


THE GID MAYFIELD DUGOUT was drawn by Becky Thomas, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Perry Thomas, jr. as her entry in 
the Texas Panhandle Heritage Foundation art contest. The 
drawing was first runner-up among nine submitted. 

| —Briscoe County News Photo 
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Jerry Garrison Wins 
County Art Contest 


The drawing submitted by 
Jerry Lynn Garrison in the Texas 
Panhandle Heritage Foundation’s 
Briscoe County. art contest was 
awarded first place by a commit- 
tee of judges last week. The draw- 
ing submitted by Becky Thomas 
was first runner-up in the contest. 


Miss Garrisan’s drawing was of 
the old McDaniel home place, 
located just north of the Rock 
Creek store on hgihway 86 west 
of Silverton. 


Miss Thomas’ drawing was of 
the old Gid Mayfield dugout, to 
which her late grandfather, Dave 
Mayfield brought his bride to live 
in about 1895. This early dwelling 
was also located west of Silverton. 


Honorable mentions in the con- 
test were alsa awarded to Jimmy 
Walker for his drawing of “The 
Lonesome Trail,” and to his broth- 
er, Cliff Walker, for his -drawing 
“Red Man’s Vanishing Land.” 

The winning sketch and possibly 
the sketch of the runner-up will 
be reproduced in stone as a part 
of the facade of the outdoor am- 
phitheatre which is being con- 
structed in Palo Duro Canyon. 

Mrs. Marvin Montague, Mrs. 
Charles Wayne Mayfield and Mrs. 
O. C. Rampley, representing Sil- 
verton’s three Federated Clubs, 
made up the county heritage com- 
mittee, and chose as subjects for 
the drawings the cap rock escarp- 
ment, Los Lingos canyon, and 
early homesites. 

Others whose contest entries 
were displayed Friday night in 
the school library were Steve Har- 
vell, Johnny McGavock, Carol Ann 
Montague, Carron Montague and 
Kathy Peugh. 
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Continueg From Page One 
Teague, Texas, 


Una Burson a 
Pallbearers 


of Silverton, 


ere ; JAMES S. WATSON 
and Mrs. Maggie - ; 
Port, Don Burson, Pat Northcutt qe eS: of Alvord; three Srandchild- t Sih as 
7 Northcutt, Shafe Weaver ang/'@2 and two tagece = * 
Kenneth Sharp 4 


Burial was in the Silverton Cem- 
etery under the direction of Raob- 
erts Funeral] Home. 

A native of Geor 
was born January 
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Final rites of respect for Jame 


1|Sidney Watson, a ed age ts 
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ob, 2 “A Ws Ecosdh, Officiating 
7 ch Rev. Carlos McLead, pas- 
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a Presbyterian sane z 
RiP Ghntinned! Ol Baan 

niversary | | 


Presbyterian Church. 


€ was married on April 9, 1902, |; 


and when the couple celebrated |. 
their fiftieth weddi 
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Welch Reunion 
Held In Childress 


The annual Welch family re- 
union was held on Saturday and 
Sunday at the community build- 
ing in Childress. Mr. and Mrs. Don 
Cornett were hosts for the occa- 
sion. Dr. and Mrs. L. W. McClen- 
do nof Childress were Sunday din- 
ner guests, and the others who at- 
tended spent the entire weekend. 

Those present were Mr. and 
Mrs. Claudia Welch and family of 
Estelline; Mr. and Mrs. Bernice 
Welch and son, Mr. and Mrs. T. 
W. Devenport, Wellington; Mr. 
and Mrs. H. R. Welch and daught- 
er, Fort Sumner, New Mexica; Mr. 
and Mrs. Clinton Welch and fam- 
ily, Shreveport, Louisiana; Mr. and 
Mrs. Jay Custer, Snyder, Oklaho- 
ma; Mr: and Mrs. Harold Childre 
and son, Liberty; Mr. and Mrs. 
Mickey Cornett and son, Amarillo; 
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Reeves and 
children, South Plains; Mr. and 
Mrs. Lynn Welch and family, Mrs. 
M. L. Welch and Ronald, Roy 
Lynn and Darrell Long, Mr. and 
Mrs. Dud Waters and daughter, 
Walter Lynn Dunham, Mr. and 
Mrs. Onar Cornett, Mr. and Mrs. 
Jerry Patton, Wade Welch, Mrs. 
Faye Bingham and Steve, Kim 
and Mike Cornett. 

It was thought that more rela- 
tives attended than have before 
in the past. Many traveled a great 
distance to attend, and all are 
looking forward to the next re- 
union, 
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Sign-Up Deadline 
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